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Jessica Wang

From: Adam E. Litwin < >
Sent: Friday, May 15, 2026 8:26 AM
To: Jessica Wang
Cc: Leslie Hardy; Emily Bustamante
Subject: Re: Park Planning and Community Events Meeting Agenda - May 19, 2026

Hi Jessica, 
 

 
I would respecƞully request that the following wriƩen comments be distributed to all Commissioners at the May 19, 
2026 Commission meeƟng and included as part of the public record. 
 
First, I would like to reiterate the requests I submiƩed yesterday to Brandy Romero via email regarding future 
Commission agendas and operaƟons. If these items are not addressed at this upcoming meeƟng, I would respecƞully 
request consideraƟon for inclusion on a future agenda: 
 
AddiƟon of a recurring “Commissioner Comments/Updates” secƟon on future agendas to allow Commissioners to briefly 
discuss park observaƟons, community concerns, recreaƟon trends, and recent events relevant to the Commission’s 
responsibiliƟes RestoraƟon of the Commission’s ability to provide input regarding Capital Improvement Projects (CIPs) at 
the beginning of each year, as was originally discussed and intended A discussion/update regarding the July 3rd event 
and America 250 planning opportuniƟes moving forward Discussion regarding shade opportuniƟes and structures at 
Antepasado Park 
 
Regarding the Grijalva Park Master Plan Update, I would first like to commend City staff, consultants, and all involved 
parƟes for the amount of work and community outreach that has gone into this process. I aƩended the community 
engagement meeƟng held at Grijalva Park several weeks ago, and it was very encouraging to see the amount of 
community interest and excitement surrounding the future of this important property. 
 
Overall, I believe the vision presented for Grijalva Park is very strong and aligns well with the City’s goals surrounding 
recreaƟon, wellness, community gathering, and long-term planning. The presentaƟon clearly reflects the strong public 
desire for expanded ameniƟes, walking trails, shade, mulƟ-generaƟonal recreaƟon opportuniƟes, and community 
gathering spaces. I appreciate the thoughƞul planning that has gone into the project. 
 
I also strongly support the expansion of walking and jogging trails throughout the park, as these ameniƟes conƟnue to be 
among one of the most heavily uƟlized recreaƟonal features in the City. 
 
AddiƟonally, I support the exploraƟon of the proposed senior center, library, and performing arts/theater components at 
the site. These faciliƟes would provide significant long-term community value and help establish Grijalva Park as a true 
mulƟ-generaƟonal desƟnaƟon for Orange residents. 
 
At the same Ɵme, I believe parking will become one of the largest long-term challenges associated with future 
development of the site. While addiƟonal parking will clearly be needed to support expanded faciliƟes and 
programming, I would strongly encourage the City to explore structured parking soluƟons, including underground 
parking or mulƟ-level parking structures, rather than conƟnuing to consume valuable park land with large surface 
parking lots. Preserving usable recreaƟonal land and open space should remain a priority whenever possible. 
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I would also like to express strong support for addiƟonal pickleball courts at Grijalva Park. Based on the heavy usage and 
popularity of the recently added courts at Hart Park, it is clear there conƟnues to be significant public demand for 
addiƟonal pickleball faciliƟes throughout the City. 
 
In addiƟon, I would encourage conƟnued evaluaƟon of aquaƟc facility opportuniƟes on the east side of the City. 
Currently, Orange only operates one aging public aquaƟc facility at Hart Park, and future long-range planning should 
conƟnue to evaluate opportuniƟes for expanded aquaƟc recreaƟon and programming citywide. 
 
Regarding BMX recreaƟon opportuniƟes, I appreciate the inclusion and community support shown for a BMX pump track 
component within the Grijalva Park planning process. However, I would also encourage the City to conƟnue exploring the 
possibility of reacquiring or partnering toward the former YMCA/BMX property for the development of a future full-scale 
BMX racing facility. 
 
That property remains uniquely suited for a larger BMX track facility, and there conƟnues to be strong interest from the 
BMX community. My understanding is that SoCal BMX has expressed interest in helping operate, maintain, and support 
future development of such a facility, while private fundraising opportuniƟes may also exist to help offset acquisiƟon and 
development costs. I am currently working with a community team to further explore this opportunity. While a pump 
track at Grijalva Park would be a welcome addiƟon, it would not fully replace the recreaƟonal opportuniƟes previously 
provided by a full BMX racing track within Orange. 
 
In addiƟon, I would encourage conƟnued evaluaƟon of aquaƟc facility opportuniƟes on the east side of the City. 
Currently, Orange only operates one aging public aquaƟc facility at Hart Park, and future long-range planning should 
conƟnue to evaluate opportuniƟes for expanded aquaƟc recreaƟon, swim programming, youth instrucƟon, therapeuƟc 
recreaƟon, and community aquaƟc access citywide. As the City conƟnues planning for future generaƟons and expanding 
recreaƟon opportuniƟes, I believe aquaƟc faciliƟes should remain part of the long-term discussion and vision for Grijalva 
Park and surrounding recreaƟon planning efforts. 
 
Lastly, I would also like to note the importance of conƟnued upgrades and maintenance improvements to the exisƟng 
sports fields at Grijalva Park. While the park remains heavily used and valued by the community, I believe addiƟonal 
investment and improvements to the condiƟon and appearance of the exisƟng fields should remain a priority moving 
forward. 
 
Thank you again to staff, consultants, and the community members who have parƟcipated in this process. I appreciate 
everyone’s work and look forward to conƟnuing discussions regarding the future of Grijalva Park and recreaƟon planning 
within the City of Orange. 
 
Best, 
Adam Litwin 
Park Planning & Community Events Commissioner 
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Jessica Wang

From: Sean Kading <sean@socalbmx.org>
Sent: Monday, May 18, 2026 9:30 AM
To: PPCEmember
Subject: Grijalva Park Update - the New Orange BMX!
Attachments: Orange BMX - Grijalva Master Plan - North Parcel proposal.pdf; Grijalva Poster Board - 

BMX Racing.jpeg

Good Morning Commissioners!  
 
AƩached for your consideraƟon is a rendering prepared by USA BMX depicƟng how the new Orange BMX racetrack 
would look on the north parcel at Grijalva Park. Also aƩached is a picture of the poster board from the March 31 
community workshop.  The kids and parents in aƩendance were asked to write on a post-it note what they wanted to 
see at the park.  The most requested was: “BMX Racing.”   
 
The new Orange BMX track saƟsfies the stated goals of: “creaƟng a legacy desƟnaƟon that strengthens community 
idenƟty, celebrates local character, and supports health, wellness, and social connecƟon for generaƟons to come.” 
 
We hope to have your support in bringing BMX racing back to the City of Orange! 
 
Best regards, 
 
Sean Kading 
President 
SoCal BMX, a California Nonprofit Corporation 
100 Spectrum Center Drive, Suite 800 
Irvine, California 92618 
949-378-8710 
SoCalBMX.org 
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Agenda Item: eComments for 4.1. Grijalva Park Masterplan Update

Reggie Mundekis
Location:
Submitted At:  8:15am 05-19-26

I support using Grijalva Park for outdoor recreation activities which include sports, trails, picnics, play area, skate
park, and BMX and/or pump track. There may be other outdoor recreation activities such as a climbing wall which
could be added later. I also support the gymnasium including possible future expansion.  I do not support a
performing arts center because there is low demand, high cost, and high long term risk. Performing arts facilities
cost a lot to build and maintain which is why they are operated by universities and cities (Musco Center, Cerritos
Center, Barclay Center.). Expecting a non-profit to fund, construct, operate and maintain a performing arts center
is unrealistic at. best. There is also the problems created by giving a PRIVATE group a piece of City land to build
on. The PRIVATE group can decide who can and cannot use the facility.  This is not acceptable. It is better for the
performing arts group to work with the school district and local colleges to use their facilities. They will have better
results for less money and problems than building a performing arts center which takes away public property.










