
April 24, 2024
Santiago Creek

Commission Meeting

Written Public Comments



April 24, 2024, Santiago Creek Commission Meeting







 
 

 
	
	
April	24,	2024	
	
	
	
To:		Santiago	Creek	Commissioners	
	
	
Re:		Santiago	Creek	Commission	meeting	–	April	24,	2024	
								3.2.		Review	of	Ordinance	No.	13-23,	establishing	the	Santiago	Creek	Commission.			

	
Orange	Park	Association	is	a	non-profit	organization,	formed	in	1960	to	protect	the	rural-	
equestrian	area	that	was	established	in	1928	known	as	Orange	Park	Acres	(OPA).		
For	over	80	years,	OPA	residents	have	been	building	and	maintaining	a	network	of	trails.		
Volunteers	have	focused	on	the	acquisition	and	maintenance	of	recreational	trails	in	the	City	
and	County	of	Orange,	which	we	currently	oversee,	maintain,	and	insure.	Our	nearly	25-mile	
public	trail	system	traverses	hills	and	lowlands,	with	paths	following	creek	beds	or	snaking	
through	developed	neighborhoods.	
	
In	1971,	OPA	supported	the	Santa	Ana	River/Santiago	Creek	Greenbelt	Plan	(Greenbelt	Plan).		A	
significant	portion	of	Orange	Park	Acres	is	encompassed	in	the	Greenbelt	Plan	for	upper	
Santiago	Creek.	The	Greenbelt	document	received	unanimous	governmental	support	and	was	
adopted	by	the	Orange	City	Council	and	the	Orange	County	Board	of	Supervisors.		
	
In	1973,	the	County	and	the	City	of	Orange	adopted	the	Orange	Park	Acres	Specific	Plan.		
The	OPA	Specific	Plan	incorporates	the	portion	of	the	adopted	Greenbelt	Plan	within	Santiago	
Creek	to	the	north	and	east	boundaries	of	OPA.		This	covers	approximately	450	acres.		
The	Santiago	Greenbelt	Plan	is	part	of	the	Open	Space	&	Recreation	designation	on	the	Orange	
Park	Acres	Land	Use	and	Circulation	Plan	map.		
	
In	1975,	the	East	Orange	General	Plan	was	adopted	by	the	City	of	Orange.		That	plan	followed	
suit	and	incorporated	the	Santiago	Greenbelt	Regional	Park	corridor	as	well.		
	
	
	



	
	
	
We	appreciate	Ordinance	No.	13-23	acknowledging	that	the	OPA	and	East	Orange	Plans	
includes	a	“vision”	for	the	Santiago	Creek	Area.	One	of	the	policies	for	our	plan	is	clear:		
“Preserve	Santiago	Creek	as	a	balanced	ecological	system	and	riparian	area,	maintaining	the	
diversity	of	plant	and	vertebrate	species	while	allowing	for	light	recreational	use	such	as	
equestrian	and	hiking	trails.	Specifically,	support	the	Santiago	Creek	Greenbelt	Proposal	by	the	
County	of	Orange.”	Furthermore,	Santiago	Creek	is	a	valuable	resource	that	provides	a	safety		
valve	for	inundation	when	the	creek	overflows	or	water	is	released	from	the	two	upstream	
dams.		This	helps	prevent	water	from	racing	like	a	freight	train	along	the	creek	and	endangering	
homes	downstream.		
	
Therefore,	the	Orange	Park	Association	respectfully	requests	that	this	commission	use	the	
adopted	plans	referenced	in	the	ordinance	as	the	guiding	documents	for	your	work.	
	
The	OPA	Plan	has	been	an	important	link	in	the	overall	comprehensive	general	planning	effort	
of	the	City	of	Orange	and	has	served	as	a	valuable	tool	in	guiding	the	OPA	community.	We	have	
worked	hard	to	implement	our	plan	as	written,	which	includes	our	vision	for	Santiago	Creek.	
We	have	a	long	history	of	trail	planning,	building	and	maintenance.	We	are	at	the	final	phase	of	
completing	the	Community	of	Orange	Loop	Trail	(COLT),	which	is	a	10.5-mile	loop	trail	that	will	
connect	four	regional	parks.	There	is	nothing	like	it	in	California.	
	
OPA	wants	to	add	our	vision,	voice	and	expertise	to	this	commission.	We	welcome	all	of	the	
commissioners	to	tour	Orange	Park	Acres,	learn	about	our	history,	why	our	OPA	Plan	is	so	
important	and	why	we	are	so	passionate	about	Santiago	Creek,	our	lifestyle	and	treasure	our	
animals,	especially	our	horses.	
	
We	appreciate	the	opportunity	to	comment	on	this	matter.	Please	include	OPA	in	any	future	
correspondence	or	notices.		
 
Thank	you, 
Sherry Panttaja 
 

Sherry	Panttaja	
President,	Orange	Park	Association	
sherry@opaequestrian.com	
	
	
								
 
	
 
 
 
 
 
 


