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4.	 Landscape and Hardscape
Landscape and hardscape within a small lot development 
should add to the character of the new buildings, facilitate 
sustainable water use, and be relatively easy to maintain. 
The landscape design should be integrated with the small 
lot homes and enhance the natural environment of the 
neighborhood. 

a.	 All setback and open areas not used for buildings, 
parking areas, driveways, pedestrian pathways, 
and utilities shall be attractively landscaped and 
maintained.

b.	 All yards abutting the street shall be improved with 
landscaping (combination of groundcover, shrubs, 
and trees) and amenities. Amenities may include: 
decorative fencing, garden walls, pedestrian pathways, 
uncovered patios, seating areas, and/or decorative bike 
racks.

c.	 Plants adapted to the local climate, soil, and hydrology 
should be used to reduce the need for irrigation. For 
suggested plant and tree species, please refer to the 
City of Orange Landscape Standards and Specifications.

d.	 Landscaping should be used to soften walls and 
fences and provide a green screen, where appropriate, 
between buildings on adjacent properties.

e.	 Walls and fences exposed to public view (e.g., along 
the street or common open space areas) are subject 
to the following:

i.	 The form of walls and fences and their materials 
should be consistent with the architectural style of 
the homes within the small lot subdivision.

ii.	 Walls and fences should be articulated in a manner 
that adds architectural interest. 

f.	 Trash containers should be screened from public view 
by opaque walls or fences subject to the rest of the 
recommendations under these guidelines and to 
OMC Section 17.14.270(I).
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